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To  the  Montgomery  Borough  Council: 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1962,  which  has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  Telsh  Board  of  Health. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  area  compared  favourably  with  those  of  the 
county  and  the  country  as  a whole  and  although  there  was  an  apparent  decline 
in  the  population,  there  p/as  a natural  increase  as  a result  of  a higher  Birth 
rate  associated  with  a lower  Death  rate. 

Notifiable  diseases  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence  only  one  such 
case  was  reported  during  the  year. 

It  was  gratifying  to  learn  that,  in  spite  of  many  setbacks,  work  on 
the  Sewerage  Scheme  would  probably  commence  in  1963  thus  enabling  the  Council 
to  deal  with  substandard  houses  and  replace  them  with  new  ones.  During  1962 
no  houses  were  built  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  private  enterprise. 

Those  food  premises  in  the  Borough  which  have  been  inspected  are 
reported  to  be  satisfactory  and  we  intend  to  survey  all  such  premises  to 
ensure  that  the  Food  Hygiene  regulations  are  complied  with. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Hr.  Sleigh, 
for  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  withe  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
area,  and.  also  Mr.  Davies,  the  Town  Clerk,  and  his  staff  for  the  co-operation 
and  assistance  I have  received  from  them. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 


ELINOR  M.  GREVILLl . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION A. 

GINFItAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  of  the  district:  - 3,390  acres. 

Mid  year  population  estimated:  - 950. 

Rateable  Value;  - £6,208. 

Product  of  a penny  rate:  - £24. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
POPULATION 


Estimated  Mid-year  - 1962..,.. 950 

Estimated  Mid-year  - 1961 970 

Estimated  Mid-year  - I960 890 

Estimated  Mid-year  - 1959 880 

Estimated  Mid-year  - 1958 870 


These  figures  show  a decline  in  the  population  of  20  over  the  1961 
figure.  The  1962  live  births  stood  at  the  figure  of  17;  as  the  number  of 
deaths  was  14,  the  natural  increase  in  the  population  was  3. 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 

Live  Births 

;•  _ :fe.le 

1 Legitimate  7 

. Illegitimate 

Total  7 


Female  Total 

9 TT" 

l l 

10  17 


Crude  Birth  rate  - 17.89  per  1,000  total  population 

Corrected  Birth  raire  - 19.68  per  1,000  total  population 
(for  age  & sex') 


Still  Births  - NIL. 


Infant  Ho  r ta li ty 


The  death  of  an  infant  aged  45  minutes  from  achondroplasia  caused  a 
Perinatal  Mortality  rate  of  58.9  psr  1,000  total  births,  (i.e.  still  births 

and  deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  births). 


Deaths 

All  causes :- 

Male  8 
Female  6 
Total  Lf 

Crudc  death  rate  - 14.74/1,000  population. 
Corrected  death  rate  - 12.23/1,000  population. 
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DEATHS  EY  1 

',C-E, 

CAUSE  AMD  SEX  DUPJ.TG 

THE  YEAH 

Cause 

Sex 

Age 

Groups 

Total 

0-1  50-60  60-70 

year  years  years 

70-80  80-90 
yc-ars  years 

Mj.  F^ 

Vascular  lesions  of 
nervous  system. 

M 

F 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

M 

F 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  hear/diseases. 

F 

2 

2 

Pneumonia . 

M 

1 

1 

Bronchitis. 

*\  n 
x/i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations. 

I,i 

1 

1 

Other  defined  diseases. 

F 

1 

Accidents. 

M 

*(2) 

1 

Suicide. 

M 

xO) 

1 

TOTALS 

M 

113 

1 2 

8 

F 

1 

5 

6 

GRAND  TOTALS 

MF 

1 2 3 

6 2 

14 

(1)  Thyrotoxicosis  associated  with  gastric  ulcer. 

(2)  Cerebral  haemorrhage  due  to  a fall  at  home. 
0)  Hanging. 


Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  and  Heart  disease  (50/o  due  to 
Coronary  heart  disease)  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  and  the  greater  number 
of  deaths  occured  in  the  70  - 89  years  p;^e  group. 


Statistics 


(i.e.  deaths  under  lweek) 


Montgomery 


Montgomery 


Borough 

County 

Birth  rate  (corrected) 

19.68 

15.95 

Death  rate  (corrected) 

12.23 

12.04 

Still  birth  rate 

Nil 

25.0 

* Perinatal  Mortality  rate 

58.9 

41.2 

Maternal  Mortality 

Nil 

Nil 

* Neonatal  Mortality 

58.9 

17.2 

* Although  these  rates  appear  to  be  high,  it  requires  only  one  death 
to  cause  this  high  rate. 
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SECTION  B. 

General  Health  Services 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  personal 
health  services  of  the  district. 


SECTION  C. 

anitary  circumstances  of  the  area 

(1)  Water  - The  Montgomeryshire  Water  Board  is  responsible  for  supplies 

but  the  Council  administered  the  service  during  the  year  on 
an  agency  basis.  During  the  severe  frost  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  there  were  shortages  due  to  bursts  in  part  of  the 
town  although  there  was  always  sufficient  water  in  the  reservoirs. 
The  Mains  were  altered  by  the  Hoad  to  avoid  a recurrence. 

Sixteen  water  samples  from  the  Board  sup-  lies  were  taken. 
Twelve  of  these  were  satisfactory  and  four  that  were  taken  from 
the  source  before  treatment  showed  slight  pollution.  Two  samples 
from  private  sources  were  unsatisfactory  and  advice  was  given. 

(2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage  - /part  from  Tanymur  Housing  Site  and  town  sewers 

discharge  into  open  ditches  without  treatment.  During  the  year 
negotiations  were  continued  with  the  Ministry  with  a view  to 
obtaining  grants  towards  the  cost  of  the  new  scheme  as  it  was 
obvious  that  because  of  the  low  rateable  value  the  provision  of 
a modern  drainage  system  would  place  an  impossible  burden  on  the 
ratepayers.  T/hen  grants  were  agreed  tenders  were  re-obtained 
which  proved  higher  than  the  tenders  previously  received  and, 
after  further  negotiations,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  it 
seemed  possible  to  arrange  for  the  work  to  start  in  1963 . The 
apalling  condition  of  the  ditches  remained  during  the  year  but 
the  year-  ended  with  every  possibility  of  seeing  the  end  of  a 
nuisance  that  has  existed  for  a very  long  time. 

(3)  divers  and  Streams  - Every  effort  is  made  to  prevent  pollution.  Apart 

from  the  town  sewers  there  are  no  known  causes  of  pollution. 

(4)  Closet  Accommodation  - Night  soil  is  collected  from  22  pail  closets 

and  is  buried.  During  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  pay  a 
proportion  of  the  cost  of  converting  7 pails  to  w.C.'s.  when 
the  sewa._e  works  are  completec'  it  is  the  Council’s  intention 
to  enforce-  substitution  of  the  remainder. 

(5)  Public  Cleansing  - Refuse  is  collected  fortnightly  by  contract  with 

Eorden  R.D.C.  and  disposed  by  tipping  on  a site  approximately 
one  mile  from  the  town. 

(6)  Public  Iioalth_  Inspection  - A number  of  complaints  have  been  investigated 

and  remedied.  No  formal  action  was  necessary. 

(7)  Shops  and  Offices  - All  have  been  inspected  and  no  action  was  necessary. 

(8)  Camming  - There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  Borough. 

( 9 V Smoke  - No  nuisance  from  smoke  occurred  during  the  year. 

(10)  Swimming  Baths  - There  are  none  in  the  Borough. 
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(11)  Vermin  - A rodent  Officer  is  employed  jointly  with  Forden  E.D.C., 
Llanfyllin  R.D.C.  and  Welshpool  Borough. 


No.  of  premises  inspected  - 35 
No.  of  domestic  premises  treated  - 13 
No.  of  business  premises  treated  - 4 
No.  of  times  refuse  tip  treated  - 2 


Materials  used 


Sausage  Rusk 

Oatmeal 

Sorexa  5 

Zinc  Phosphide 

Ontu 

Sugar 


74  lbs. 

12  lbs. 

10  ozs. 

1 lb.  ozs. 
4 ozs. 

10  ozs. 


SECTION  D 


Housing 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects.  10. 

No  formal  action  was  necessary. 

No  houses  were  the  subject  of  demolition  or  closing  orders. 

No.  of  houses  improved  by  standard  grant.  NIL. 

No.  of  houses  improved  by  discretionary  grant.  2. 

Amount  of  grant  paid.  £253. 


No  houses  were  built  by  the  Lo cal  Authority  or  by  private  enterprise. 

Factories 

Inspection  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health. 

No.  of  Register.  Inspections.  Written  notices. 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sec  1-6  a - 

are  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  6 4 

1 in  which  Sec  7 is  en- 
forced by  Local  Aughority. 

3 . Other  premises  in  which  Sec  7 ~ - 

is  enforced  excluding 

outworkers . 

Totals.  6 4 - 

No  defects  were  found  necessitating  action. 

There  were  no  outworkers  in  the  Borough. 

SECTION  F 

Inspection  and  supervision  of  food . 

Milk 


The  district  is  served  by  outside  retailers  who  sell  designated  milk 
entirely  pasteurised.  Producer  retailers  are  inspected  by  the  Ministry. 
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Meat  and  other  foods 


There  is  one  privately  owned  e slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough.  This 
conforms  with  the  regulations.  All  the  animals  slaughtered  are  inspected 
and  as  only  young  animals  are  bought  the  quality  of  meat  sold  is  good  and 
incidence  of  condemnation  very  low. 


All  shops  and  vans  where  food 

is  sold 

are  kept  in  a 

clean 

state . 

Report  on  meat 

inspection 

Carcases  inspected  during  the  y ear 

• 

Cattle 

Cows. Calves. 

Sheep 

Pigs.  Horses. 

excluding 

Cows. 

and 
Lambs . 

1.  Number  killed. 

322 

3 

1989 

377 

2.  Number  inspected. 

322 

3 

1989 

366 

3.  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
and  cysticercosis. 

(a)  whole  carcases  condemned. 

2 

1 

(b)  carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned. 

9 

1 

16 

7 

(c)  percentage  of  the  number  of 
carcases  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  T.B. 
and  cysticercosis. 

2.8 

- 33.3 

0.9 

2.1 

No  carcases  nor  parts  of  carcases  were  condemned  for  tuberculosis. 

No  carcases  nor  parts  of  carcases  were  condemned  for  cysticercosis. 

No  meat  marking  scheme  under  Part  III  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations  1924  is  in  force  in  the  district. 

SrCTION  F 

Infectious  Disease  Control 

Surprisingly  few  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  in  the  northern 
district  of  the  county  and  in  Montgomery  Borough  only  one  case  (of  primary 
pneumonia)  was  notified  in  1962. 

For  the  first  year  on  record  no  deaths  attributable  to  tuberculosis 
occurred  in  the  County.  The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Montgomery  in 
November  1962  and  examined  256  of  the  general  population;  of  this  number  A 
were  found  to  have  abnormalities  of  the  chest,  but  only  3 required  further 
observation  at  the  Clinic. 

Immunization  against  Whooping  Cough,  Diptheria,  Poliomyelitis  continued 
at  the  Clinics;  also  Tuberculosis  Vaccination  was  carried  out  in  the  Schools 
as  in  previous  years . 


